
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Reflections for Elementary School Parent
Helping Families Teach Good Character

 
Dear Parents: 
 
An important character trait that will serve your children well no matter what environment they 
are in is responsibility.  Responsibility is doing what you are supposed to do that benefits you 
and others.  Responsible people think ahead, set goals, control their emotions and always do 
their best. They don’t give up easily, especially when others are counting on them.  Children 
need to understand the importance of being dependable and thorough in their responsibilities 
and understand that there are consequences for all choices they make.   
 
Responsibility is formed over time and is made up of performing daily habits over and over.  
Children learn how to be responsible best through concrete situations.  How you hold them 
accountable for their own responsibilities and how they see you handle your responsibilities will 
have a lasting effect.   You show them by your words and actions how to be responsible and 
have a positive attitude while accomplishing your tasks.   
 
Learning to be responsible includes learning to: 
 Respect yourself and others 
 Show compassion 
 Practice trustworthiness 
 Have courage to stand up for what you believe 
 Develop self control 
  
 

Car/Dinner Discussion 
 

What are some ways you can show more effort at home? 
What are some of your responsibilities at home that you enjoy? 
What is a responsibility you have that is hard for you to persevere in? 
Who are the people in your life that you feel are the most responsible? 
Parents can only give good advice or put [their children] on the right path, but the final forming of 
a person's character lies in their own hands.”  

  

Parents can only give good advice or put [their children] on the 
right path, but the final forming of a person's character lies in their 

own hands.” - Anne Frank 

Don't worry that children never listen to you; worry that they are 
always watching you.  ~Robert Fulghum 
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